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CITY OF PORT REPUBLIC 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
JUNE 9, 2026 – 6:30 pm 

 
Adequate notice of this meeting was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act.   

 

On the motion of Council President Giberson, seconded by Councilmember Allgeyer and carried, the 

workshop portion of the meeting was closed. 

 

COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT:   Steven Allgeyer, David Crawford, Roger Giberson, Eugene 

Hawn, Donna Riegel, Jeffrey Ropiecki 

COUNCILMEMBERS ABSENT: Michael Turner  

MAYOR: Monica Giberson  

MUNICIPAL CLERK: Brandy M. Blevin, RMC 

ATTORNEY: William Kaufmann, Esq. 

 

Council President Giberson called the meeting to order and led the flag salute.  This is to advise the 

general public and to instruct that it be recorded in the minutes, in compliance with Chapter 231 of 

the Public Laws of 1975, entitled the “Open Public Meetings Act”.  The Municipal Clerk of the City 

of Port Republic posted at City Hall, 143 Main Street, Port Republic and mailed and/or faxed to the 

Atlantic City Press and the Hammonton Gazette, a meeting notice setting forth the time, date, and 

location of this meeting. 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE MAY 12, 2026, CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:  

On the motion of Councilmember Crawford, seconded by Councilmember Allgeyer and carried to 

approve the May 12, 2026, City Council Meeting Minutes.  

YES: Allgeyer, Crawford, Giberson, Hawn, Riegel, Ropiecki   

NO:  

ABSENT: Turner 

ABSTAIN:  

 

MOTION TO APPROVE JUNE 2026 BILL LIST: 

On the motion of Councilmember Crawford, seconded by Councilmember Allgeyer and carried to 

approve the June 2026 Bill List.  

YES: Allgeyer, Crawford, Giberson, Hawn, Riegel, Ropiecki 

NO:    

ABSENT: Turner 

ABSTAIN:  

 

MOTION TO PAY ALL SIGNED BILLS: 

On the motion of Councilmember Allgeyer, seconded by Councilmember Crawford and carried to 

pay all signed bills. 

YES: Allgeyer, Crawford, Giberson, Hawn, Riegel, Ropiecki 

NO:  

ABSENT: Turner 

ABSTAIN:  
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Police/Emergency Management: 

No report 

 

Administrative/Personnel:  

Council President Giberson reported that Mayor and Council received monthly reports from the 

Municipal Clerk and Tax Collector. 

 

The Municipal Clerk’s report for May 2026 showed a total amount received of $14,065.02. 

 

The Tax Collector’s report for May 2026 showed a total amount received of $853,947.27.   

 

Councilmember Ropiecki reported that everything is running smoothly. 

 

Public Works: 

Councilmember Allgeyer reported that the department has been working on mowing. They recently 

installed new signs around town. Everything looks great. 

 

Councilmember Hawn shared that he would provide bumpers for the new floating dock if the 

department could install them.   

 

Councilmember Crawford inquired about the watering of the dirt road going to the Transfer Station. 

The watering is done to take care of the dust created with the traffic on dump days. Council President 

Giberson shared that there is something that can help alleviate the dust and he will get with the 

department to discuss that with them. 

 

Recreation: 

Mayor Giberson reported that the new lifeguard chair is in, but the umbrella that was ordered broke. 

Public Works is going to try to have it fixed. The beach is now open and has been going well. Clerk 

Blevin recently sent renewal sponsorship letters for the banners. 

 

Fire and Ambulance: 

Councilmember Hawn reported the Fire Department is in the final stages of refurbishing the fire 

truck they received. It should be ready for use in a few weeks. All the food trucks are scheduled and 

ready to go for Community Day. 

 

Planning Board: 

Councilmember Riegel reported that the Planning Board met on Monday, June 8th to hear two 

variance applications for 111 Main Street. Both applications were passed, one conditionally.  

 

Construction/Code Enforcement:  

No report 

 

Land Use: 

Council President Giberson reported that the RFP for community solar at 400 English Creek Avenue 

has been advertised. Proposals will be received by Tuesday, June 23rd and Council will hold a special 

meeting on Thursday, June 25th to review proposals and potentially designate a redeveloper. 
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School Finance Committee: 

No report 

 

OPEN TO PUBLIC PORTION: 

On the motion of Councilmember Riegel, seconded by Councilmember Allgeyer and carried to open 

public portion. 

 

Chuck Endicott, 23 Main Street, addressed Mayor and Council regarding the potential use of 400 

English Creek Road as a placement site for dredge material. Mr. Endicott explained that a similar 

opportunity had been discussed previously; however, the project did not proceed when the companies 

involved were ultimately unable to move forward. Mr. Endicott advised that there is renewed interest 

in utilizing the site for dredge material placement and requested that the City consider the 

opportunity. Council referred the matter to the Land Use Committee for further discussion and 

evaluation. 

 

Joe Martin, 5 Mill Street, shared that the Heritage Society will be participating in the Citywide Yard 

Sale under the pavilion on Saturday, June 13th from 8 am until 2 pm.  

 

Bill Smallwood, 122 Clarks Landing Road, addressed Mayor and Council regarding the Jersey 

Genesis Triathlon held on May 30, 2026. Mr. Smallwood reported that the event was successful 

overall but raised concerns regarding the scheduling of a baseball game by The Outlaws on the day 

preceding the event. Mr. Smallwood advised that the date had been identified as unavailable for 

scheduling due to triathlon-related activities. Council referred the matter to the Recreation 

Committee for review and requested that the Committee provide a recommendation following its 

discussion. Mayor and Council thanked Mr. Smallwood for his hard work. 

 

CLOSE TO PUBLIC PORTION:  

Hearing nothing more from the public, on the motion of Councilmember Allgeyer, seconded by 

Councilmember Crawford and carried to close the public portion. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

• Letter from Thomas H. Flournoy Regarding Request for Retroactive Refund of Property 

Taxes, dated May 3, 2026 

 

Mayor and Council reviewed correspondence received from Mr. Flournoy requesting a 

retroactive tax refund. Following discussion and review of City Ordinance 1-2020, Mayor 

and Council denied the request for a retroactive refund. 

 

RESOLUTIONS:  

62-2026 Resolution Providing for the Insertion of a Special Item of Revenue in the Budget of 

the City of Port Republic Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 (Chapter 159, P.L. 1948) 

Regarding FY2026 Clean Communities Grant 

 

On the motion of Councilmember Crawford, seconded by Councilmember Allgeyer and carried to 

adopt Resolution 62-2026.  

YES: Allgeyer, Crawford, Giberson, Hawn, Riegel, Ropiecki  

NO:   

ABSENT: Turner 
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ABSTAIN:  

 

63-2026 Authorizing Payment of School Tax Levy to Port Republic School 

 

On the motion of Councilmember Crawford, seconded by Councilmember Allgeyer and carried to 

adopt Resolution 63-2026.  

YES: Allgeyer, Crawford, Giberson, Hawn, Riegel, Ropiecki   

NO:   

ABSENT: Turner 

ABSTAIN:  

 

64-2026 Authorization to Apply for FY2024 Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) Program 

Grants from the Federal Emergency Management Agency 

 

On the motion of Councilmember Crawford, seconded by Councilmember Allgeyer and carried to 

adopt Resolution 64-2026.  

YES: Allgeyer, Crawford, Giberson, Hawn, Riegel, Ropiecki   

NO:   

ABSENT: Turner 

ABSTAIN:  

 

65-2026 Approval to Submit a Grant Application and Execute a Grant Contract with the New 

Jersey Department of Transportation for a Portion of Adams Avenue  

 

On the motion of Councilmember Ropiecki, seconded by Councilmember Crawford and carried to 

adopt Resolution 65-2026.  

YES: Allgeyer, Crawford, Giberson, Hawn, Riegel, Ropiecki   

NO:   

ABSENT: Turner 

ABSTAIN:  

 

66-2026 Authorizing Execution of Memorandum of Understanding with Atlantic County 

Improvement Authority for Community Development Block Grant Funds  

 

On the motion of Councilmember Crawford, seconded by Councilmember Allgeyer and carried to 

adopt Resolution 66-2026.  

YES: Allgeyer, Crawford, Giberson, Hawn, Riegel, Ropiecki  

NO:   

ABSENT: Turner 

ABSTAIN:  

 

ORDINANCES – 1st Reading/Introduction: 

03-2026  Capital Ordinance Providing for the Purchase of New Public Works Equipment for 

the City of Port Republic (appropriating $60,888.50)  

 

On the motion of Councilmember Riegel, seconded by Councilmember Crawford and carried to 

introduce Ordinance 03-2026.  

YES: Allgeyer, Crawford, Giberson, Hawn, Riegel, Ropiecki  
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NO:   

ABSENT: Turner 

ABSTAIN:  

 

04-2026 Authorizing Sale of Real Property Identified on the Tax Map of the City of Port 

Republic as Block ___, Lot ___, More Commonly Known as 

___________________________, Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13(b) 

 

The ordinance was listed on the agenda; however, additional information was still pending, and the 

ordinance was not ready for consideration. Mayor and Council agreed to postpone consideration of 

the ordinance until the next regular meeting. 

 

ORDINANCES – 2nd Reading/Adoption:  

None 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

• Proposed Trailer Parking Fees  

 

Due to the timing of the summer season, no action was taken regarding implementation for 

the current year. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

• Dredge Material – 400 English Creek Road 

 

This matter was discussed during the Public Comment portion of the meeting. No further 

discussion was held under New Business. The matter remains referred to the Land Use 

Committee for further review and discussion. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT/PROCLAMATIONS: 

Mayor Giberson reported the following: 

• The Citywide Cleanup and Declutter Events went well.  

• On Saturday, June 13th it will be the Citywide Yard Sale. She thanks Trish Zatorski and 

Gretchen Halfpenny for all their work on this event. All proceeds from the event are going to 

the Heritage Society.  

• The City applied for another grant for the Mill Street Dam Project from Oceanwind Pro NJ. 

A zoom meeting was held, but we have not heard back from them yet. 

• We received word from VanDrew that the House Appropriations Committee included $1.75 

million for the Port Republic Mill Street Dam in the FY27 Homeland Security 

Appropriations bill. 

• There are no more meetings planned for Port Day. She asked all of Council if they would like 

to be in the parade and said a golf cart will be available. She went over the schedule of 

events. 

• Mayor Giberson advised that special Christmas-themed beach badges are available and that 

she and Clerk Blevin would like to explore the concept further. 
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OPEN TO PUBLIC PORTION: 

On the motion of Councilmember Allgeyer, seconded by Councilmember Crawford and carried to 

open the public portion. 

 

James Laughlin, 34 Maple Branch Court, addressed Mayor and Council regarding Resolution 66-

2026 concerning ADA improvements at City Hall and inquired how the project would proceed if bids 

exceeded the grant funding amount. Mayor Giberson responded that the project plans could be 

modified as necessary to ensure the work remains within the available grant funding. Council 

President Giberson stated that the goal would be to complete the project at or below the grant 

amount. Mr. Laughlin expressed concerns regarding taxes, and it was clarified that no tax increase 

would be required for the project. 

Mr. Laughlin also raised concerns regarding the watering of the unpaved road leading to the Transfer 

Station and its potential impact on vehicles. Council President Giberson advised that a solution had 

been identified and that the matter would be addressed. 

Mr. Laughlin further inquired about the cost of Port Community Day. Mayor Giberson advised that 

the fireworks display costs approximately $8,000 and explained that advertising revenue generated 

through the event program helps offset the cost of event enhancements and activities. 

 

Bill Smallwood, 122 Clarks Landing Road, clarified that his earlier comments regarding the 

scheduling conflict related to the Outlaws Baseball team and not the Sand Sharks team.  

Mr. Smallwood also requested permission to host an additional fundraising event to support planned 

improvements to the garden area. Mayor and Council expressed their support for the proposal. Mayor 

Giberson requested that Mr. Smallwood contact her to discuss scheduling and event details. 

 

CLOSE TO PUBLIC PORTION:   

Hearing nothing more from the public, Councilmember Allgeyer moved, seconded by 

Councilmember Crawford and carried to close the public portion. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

ES 6-2026 Authorization to Enter into Executive Session Regarding: 

 

1. N/A 

 

ADJOURNMENT   

On the motion of Councilmember Crawford, seconded by Councilmember Allgeyer and carried to 

adjourn the meeting at 7:15 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Brandy M. Blevin, RMC  

Municipal Clerk 


