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CITY OF PORT REPUBLIC

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
AUGUST 11, 2026 — 6:30 pm

Adequate notice of this meeting was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act.

On the motion of Council President Giberson, seconded by Councilmember Allgeyer and carried, the
workshop portion of the meeting was closed.

COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT: Steven Allgeyer, David Crawford, Roger Giberson, Jeffrey
Ropiecki, Michael Turner

COUNCILMEMBERS ABSENT: Eugene Hawn, Donna Riegel

MAYOR: Monica Giberson

MUNICIPAL CLERK: Brandy M. Blevin, RMC

ATTORNEY: William Kaufmann, Esq.

Council President Giberson called the meeting to order and led the flag salute. This is to advise the
general public and to instruct that it be recorded in the minutes, in compliance with Chapter 231 of
the Public Laws of 1975, entitled the “Open Public Meetings Act”. The Municipal Clerk of the City
of Port Republic posted at City Hall, 143 Main Street, Port Republic and mailed and/or faxed to the
Atlantic City Press and the Hammonton Gazette, a meeting notice setting forth the time, date, and
location of this meeting.

MOTION TO APPROVE JULY 23. 2026, CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES:
On the motion of Councilmember Crawford, seconded by Councilmember Allgeyer and carried to
approve the July 23, 2026, City Council Special Meeting Minutes.

YES: Allgeyer, Crawford, Giberson, Turner

NO:

ABSENT: Hawn, Riegel

ABSTAIN: Ropiecki

MOTION TO APPROVE AUGUST 2026 BILL LIST:

On the motion of Councilmember Crawford, seconded by Councilmember Allgeyer and carried to
approve the August 2026 Bill List.

YES: Allgeyer, Crawford, Giberson, Ropiecki, Turner

NO:

ABSENT: Hawn, Riegel

ABSTAIN:

MOTION TO PAY ALL SIGNED BILLS:

On the motion of Councilmember Turner, seconded by Councilmember Allgeyer and carried to pay
all signed bills.

YES: Allgeyer, Crawford, Giberson, Ropiecki, Turner

NO:

ABSENT: Hawn, Riegel

ABSTAIN:
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COMMITTEE REPORTS

Police/Emergency Management:
Council President Giberson stated that the State Police have been in town and reiterated Council’s
appreciation for their presence.

Administrative/Personnel:
Council President Giberson reported that Mayor and Council received monthly reports from the
Municipal Clerk, Tax Collector and CFO.

The Municipal Clerk’s report for July 2026 showed a total amount received of $11,667.56.
The Tax Collector’s report for July 2026 showed a total amount received of $51,446.02.
The Chief Financial Officer provided a Budget to Actual Report Through July 31, 2026.

Public Works:

Councilmember Allgeyer reported that the department is running smoothly. He discussed the
sinkholes and potholes along County roadways in town. Liability was discussed, including the
importance of addressing reported conditions in a timely manner.

Recreation:

Councilmember Turner reported that the Recreation Committee held a meeting to discuss beach
badges. The Committee proposed selling a limited quantity of holiday beach badges during
November and December for the following beach season. They would be available online and at City
Hall. The badge design would feature artwork submitted by the public, with the Recreation
Committee judging the submissions and selecting a winner. The Committee also proposed increasing
the preseason beach badge price from $10 to $15 beginning in 2027. Council agreed and Clerk
Blevin will send the necessary information to Attorney Kaufmann.

Fire and Ambulance:
Mayor Giberson shared that the Fire Company did an amazing job at the fire at Ridgewood Senior
Center in Galloway last week.

Planning Board:
Mayor Giberson reported that the Planning Board met on Monday, August 10th, and signed
paperwork regarding Block 29, Lot 9.

Construction/Code Enforcement:
Construction Official Pat Naticchione submitted a report for the month of July 2026.

During the month of July, a total of 25 inspections were done, and the following permits were issued:
. 9 Alterations

. 1 Demo

. 0 New

. 0 Addition

. 2 Zoning Permits

. 0 CO Inspection / Resale
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. Total of 12

The following code enforcement matters were noted:

. 45 Clarks Landing Road — abated — grass cut and tree removed

. 295 Old New York Road — abated — grass cut and tree limbs removed
. 218 Pomona Avenue — open front porch — no permits

. 233 Main Street — currently in sheriff’s sale

Land Use:

Attorney Kaufmann updated Council on the progress that is being made with Cultivate Power in
regard to the community solar project at 400 English Creek Road. There should be a redevelopment
agreement to present to Council at the next City Council meeting.

School Finance Committee:
No report

OPEN TO PUBLIC PORTION:
On the motion of Councilmember Allgeyer, seconded by Councilmember Turner and carried to open
public portion.

Bob Haviland, 316 English Creek Road, expressed concern regarding the lack of available parking
during the most recent Planning Board meeting, noting that the parking lot was full. He asked
whether any measures could be taken to address the issue. Council advised that the parking lot is a
public parking area and, therefore, parking cannot be restricted for Planning Board meetings.

Joe Martin, 5 Mill Street, expressed concern regarding the condition and maintenance of a property
located across from a home currently listed for sale. Council advised that the matter would be
referred to the Code Enforcement Officer for review.

CLOSE TO PUBLIC PORTION:
Hearing nothing more from the public, on the motion of Councilmember Allgeyer, seconded by
Councilmember Crawford and carried to close the public portion.

CORRESPONDENCE:
o New Jersey Board of Public Utilities — Comcast Cable Franchise Renewal Notification — dated
July 28, 2026

Acknowledged — Attorney Kaufmann briefly explained the process.

e Envirotactics, LLC — Groundwater Analytical Results — Former Port General Store / City
Property, Block 6, Lot 51

Acknowledged — results were briefly discussed.
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RESOLUTIONS:
72-2026 Resolution of the City of Port Republic, County of Atlantic, State of New Jersey, to

Cancel 2026 Taxes

On the motion of Councilmember Crawford, seconded by Councilmember Allgeyer and carried to
adopt Resolution 72-2026.
YES: Allgeyer, Crawford, Giberson, Ropiecki, Turner

NO:

ABSENT: Hawn, Riegel

ABSTAIN:

73-2026 Resolution Appointing Collin Evans as a Volunteer Firefighter for the City of Port

Republic

On the motion of Councilmember Turner, seconded by Councilmember Allgeyer and carried to adopt
Resolution 73-2026.
YES: Allgeyer, Crawford, Giberson, Ropiecki, Turner

NO:

ABSENT: Hawn, Riegel

ABSTAIN:

74-2026 Authorizing Sale, by Auction, of Real Property Identified on Tax Map as Block 49, Lot

1, and Block 49, Lot 11 Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13(a)

On the motion of Councilmember Crawford, seconded by Councilmember Turner and carried to
adopt Resolution 74-2026.

YES: Allgeyer, Crawford, Giberson, Ropiecki, Turner

NO:

ABSENT: Hawn, Riegel

ABSTAIN:

ORDINANCES — 1%t Reading/Introduction:
None

ORDINANCES - 2" Reading/Adoption:
04-2026 Ordinance Authorizing a Special Emergency Appropriation Pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:4-53 for the Preparation of Tax Maps (appropriating $29,000.00)

On the motion of Councilmember Crawford, seconded by Councilmember Ropiecki and carried
to open for public hearing.

Hearing nothing from the public, Councilmember Ropiecki moved, seconded by Councilmember
Allgeyer and carried to close the public hearing.
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On the motion of Councilmember Allgeyer, seconded by Councilmember Crawford and carried to
adopt Ordinance 04-2026.

YES: Allgeyer, Crawford, Giberson, Ropiecki, Turner

NO:

ABSENT: Hawn, Riegel

ABSTAIN:

RESOLUTION:
75-2026 Providing for the Financing of a Special Emergency Appropriation for the Preparation of
an Approved Tax Map

On the motion of Councilmember Crawford, seconded by Councilmember Allgeyer and carried to
adopt Resolution 75-2026.

YES: Allgeyer, Crawford, Giberson, Ropiecki, Turner

NO:

ABSENT: Hawn, Riegel

ABSTAIN:

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
e Dredge Material — 400 English Creek Road

This matter was addressed earlier in the meeting. No additional action was taken.

NEW BUSINESS:
e Controlled Burn Application — Discussion of Potential Location

Council discussed the Controlled Burn Application and potential locations for a
controlled burn. Following discussion, Council expressed interest in pursuing an
application for a controlled burn of the City’s brush pile again.

MAYOR’S REPORT/PROCLAMATIONS:
Mayor Giberson reported the following:

e September 19" the City will be hosting the Duct Tape Boat Regatta.

e October 25" the City will be hosting the annual Fall Fest.

e There is a time capsule that was buried at Port School. The school is working with the City to
have an event to dig it up.

e The City is currently working on the Fall Newsletter.

Councilmember Turner reported that a resident living on Mill Pond contacted him regarding
concerns with the pond’s water level. He advised the resident that the area is currently experiencing
drought conditions. Councilmember Turner inspected the pond and also asked Public Works Director
Bill Montag to inspect the dam to ensure it was fully closed. Federal funding related to the dam was
also discussed.
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Councilmember Turner requested that Council revisit the possibility of a liquor license within the
City. Clerk Blevin will circulate the information currently on file to Mayor and Council for review,
and the matter will be discussed further at the next City Council meeting.

OPEN TO PUBLIC PORTION:
On the motion of Councilmember Allgeyer, seconded by Councilmember Crawford and carried to
open the public portion.

Bob Haviland, 316 English Creek Road, discussed a virtual meeting he attended with representatives
of the U.S. Postal Service regarding the closure of the Port Republic Post Office. Mr. Haviland asked
whether there remained a possibility of reestablishing a Post Office location within Port Republic.
Council discussed the matter and expressed that, based on the information presented, it did not
appear likely that a Post Office location would be reestablished within the City.

CLOSE TO PUBLIC PORTION:
Hearing nothing more from the public, Councilmember Allgeyer moved, seconded by
Councilmember Crawford and carried to close the public portion.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
ES 8-2026 Authorization to Enter into Executive Session Regarding:

1. N/A

ADJOURNMENT
On the motion of Councilmember Allgeyer, seconded by Councilmember Crawford and carried to
adjourn the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Brandy M. Blevin, RMC
Municipal Clerk



